Northampton, 


January,  1896. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hardingstone 

Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen,' 

I beg  to  present  my  Report  and  Statistics  for  the  year  1895.  In  calculating  the  latter,  I have 
assumed  the  population  of  the  district  to  be  stationary,  and  this  I believe  is  correct. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  127,  compared  with  115  in  the  previous  year. 
This  gives  a death-rate  of  15  per  1,000,  compared  with  13-8  in  1894.  The  death-rate  in  1894  was 
however  exceptionally  small,  and,  excluding  that  year,  there  is  only  one  other  year  during  the  last 
twelve  years  in  which  the  mortality  has  been  less  than  15  per  1,000. 

There  have  been  only  two  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  during  the  year. — One  from  Scarlet 
Fever,  which  took  place  at  the  Infectious  Hospital  in  a young  child  from  Hackleton,  and  one  from 
Measles  in  a child  at  Wootton.  This  gives  the  low  Zymotic  death-rate  of  -023  per  1,000,  and  this  is 
the  lowest  for  the  last  twelve  years,  except  in  1891,  when  there  was  only  one  death  from  Typhoid  Fever. 

There  were  34  deaths  this  year  in  the  Hardingstone  District,  and~oniy  19  last  year,  and  this  is 
where  the  excess  of  deaths  occurs  ; but  there  is  no  excess  in  any  particular  class  of  diseases,  the  general 
mortality  only  was  higher  than  in  the  previous  year.  I may  say  that  no  less  than  16  deaths  occurred 
in  old  people  this  year  over  80  years  of  age.  The  infant  mortality  was  low— lower  even  than  in  1894 — 
for  there  were  only  20  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age,  whereas  in  1894  there  were  25. 

The  total  number  of  births  was  218,  compared  with  229  in  the  previous  year,  and  giving  a 
birth-rate  of  25 '9  per  1,000,  a lower  birth-rate  than  in  any  other  year,  except  1893,  when  it  fell  to  242. 

Passing  on  to  consider  Table  B,  which  treats  of  the  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases,  we  find 
that  61  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  notified  this  year,  whilst  73  were  notified  in  1894.  ■ The 
great  majority  consisted  in  both  years  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  (38  in  1895 — 50  in  1894),  but  the 
disease  was  of  a mild  type,  and  as  previously  noted,  there  was  only  one  death  of  an  infant  at  the 
Hospital.  This  year  the  force  of  the  epidemic  seems  to  have  spent  itself  on  Piddington  and  Hackleton, 
no  less  than  31  of  the  38  cases  belonging  to  these  two  villages.  Brafield  and  Yardley  Hastings  were 
the  only  other  villages  attacked,  the  rest  of  the  district  was  free  from  the  disease. 

Eight  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year — two  at  Hackleton  and  two  at  Milton 
were  mild  cases  of  a questionable  character.  The  remaining  four  cases  were  notified  at  Wootton,  quite 
at  the  close  of  the  year.  This  epidemic  threatened  at  one  time  to  assume  a serious  form,  and  doubtless 
arose  from  two  unnotified  cases,  which  were  supposed  only  to  be  suffering  from  sore  throat.  They 
returned  to  school  much  too  soon,  and  it  was  only  when  their  brother  fell  ill  that  a doctor  was  summoned, 
and  the  disease  identified.  Unfortunately,  three  other  children  in  different  parts  of  the  village,  who  had 
been  attending  the  ■village  school,  were  attacked  by  the  disease,  but  they  all  recovered,  and  the  school 
was  temporarily  closed,  whilst  no  children  in  the  families  attacked  were  allowed  to  return  to  school  till 
after  some  time  had  elapsed.  The  drainage  and  the  water  at  the  house  first  affected  were  found  to  be 
very  bad,  but  both  are  now  in  process  of  being  rectified. 

Six  cases  of  Tyhoid  Fever  were  notified,  but  they  were  mostly  isolated  cases,  and  of  a mild 
type.  They  all  seemed  fairly  traceable  to  the  use  of  impure  water,  which  steps  have  been  taken  to  put 
right.  One  case  of  Typhoid,  from  Cooknoe,  was  treated  in  the  Infectious  Hospital. 

Twenty-one  other  cases  have  been  treated  during  the  year  at  the  Infectious  Hospital,  which  was 
in  almost  continous  use  till  October.  Eighteen  of  these  cases  were  from  Piddington,  Hackleton,  and 
Brafield,  and  one  also  like  the  others,  more  probably  Scarlet  Fever,  from  Wootton.  Two  cases  were 
admitted  from  outside  the  district,  and  paid  for  by  the  Hardingstone  Urban  District  Council.  Arrange- 
ments have  also  been  made  by  which  in  future  the  Northampton  Rural  District  Council  may  send  their 
infectious  cases  into  the  Hardingstone  Infectious  Hospital  on  payment  of  £2  per  week  for  each  case. 

A certain  amount  of  drainage  has  been  carried  out  at  Collingtree,  but  I regret  to  say  that  the 
scheme  I wished  to  see  adopted  there  has  not  been  followed,  and  I think  the  present  one  very  imperfect 
in  many  ways.  The  drainage  schemes  at  Yardley  Hastings  and  Roade  are  also  at  a standstill. 


Some  new  Board  Schools  have  been  erected  at  Coolcnoe,  and  the  drainage  scheme  that  had  been 
proposed  there  must  certainly  have  become  a nuisance  to  the  village.  It  was  intended  to  take  the 
sewage  of  the  closets,  &c.,  almost  directly  into  the  surface  drains,  and  then  into  the  brook.  It  was  only 
by  accident  that  I asked  to  see  the  plans,  and  discovered  this.  I had  a long  interview  with  the 
Architect,  and  at  last  he  agreed  to  my  plan  of  the  dry  earth  system.  Wherever  this  plan  has  been 
adopted  for  the  schools  in  this  district  it  has  been  found  a success,  and  many  schools  which  did  not  at 
first  use  it  have  since  been  obliged  to  do  so.  In  future,  I consider  that  it  would  be  better  if  the 
Education  Department  referred  these  plans  to  the  Local  Medical  Officer  of  Health  before  giving  them 
their  sanction,  as  they  cannot  be  acquainted  with  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district. 

Many  Children  in  the  Great  Houghton  Schools  were  affected  with  a bad  form  of  Eczema,  which 
seemed  spreading  through  the  school,  and  I considered  it  necessary  temporarily  to  close  them,  as  it  was 
undoubtedly  spreading  from  contact  one  with  the  other. 

Not  many  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  brought  to  my  notice  this  year,  but  three  cottages 
have  been  condemned  and  closed  by  me  at  Great  Houghton,  as  they  were  not  only  greatly  overcrowded, 
but  also  in  a very  bad  sanitary  condition.  They  are  now,  I am  given  to  understand,  being  put  into  a 
perfect  state  of  repair. 

I have  again  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  me  by  Mr.  Abbott,  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  during  the  year. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 


G.  H.  PERCIVAL,  M.B., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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